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Ten years 
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by Tony Vasquez 

Throughout the past two school years, 
residents in Mary Frances dormitory have 
periodically experienced several false fire 
alarms. The false fire alarms have been a 
continuing problem that seem to not go 
away. 

The alarm system, which is an optic sen- 
sor system, gets triggered off by movement 
in front of a light beam. If smoke passes 
through a light beam, it is supposed to set 
off the very sensitive motion detector and 
sound the alarms. Anything from a fly toa 
spider can set the alarm off, but dust from 
the construction of the sports complex has 
been the main contributor to the sounding 
of the alarms. Since the major construction 
has been completed to the sports complex, 
there should be few, if anymore false 
alarms. : 

Mechanically or electrically, there is 
nothing wrong with the fire alarm system 
in Mary Fran. It is simply the dust particles 
setting off the system. 

“Due to construction, dust has gotten in- 
to the system and caused the sensor to 
malfunction. The dust has fooled the sen- 
sors into believing there is a fire,”’ said Fred 
Freebolin, director of the physical plant. 

The false alarms have left some Mary 
Fran residents upset with the system. “The 
false alarms are very annoying. You don’t 
know if it is the real thing or not,’’ said 
senior Jerry Graff. 

“When the false alarms go off, | stay in 
bed because of all the past false alarms. 
If there is a fire, we will all be dead,”’ said 
senior Mark Pannaralla. 

“The false alarms are getting ridiculous. 
Being a R.A., we have to get up every time 
the alarm goes off and every time the 
cause has been dust. | don’t take them 
serious anymore. No one does,”’ said 
senior Ron Honeyman, third floor R.A. 

There are four R.A.s and one resident 
director in Mary Fran and they are told 
when the fire alarm sound, they have to 
walk down the halls and yell to make sure 
students are aware. After that, all four 
R.A.s and the R.D. are to meet by the 
dorm’s main entrance. Before the fire 
department is called, one of the R.A.s has 
to notify the campus security while others 
find out where and why the alarms went off. 

Campus security guards finish their shift 
at 4 a.m. so any alarms after that is to be 
taken by the R.A.s. 

“| just hope if there is a fire, the R.A.s 
do their job and makes sure everyone gets 
out. Everybody thinks the fire alarms are 
a big joke. Nobody moves,” said junior 
Susan Moran. 

“Once the alarms go off, whoever is on- 
call has to respond immediately. In the 
event of a fire alarm, the R.A.s are suppos- 
ed to evacuate the building,’’ said David 
Nevins, director of residence life. 

Alarms were also sounding off a couple 
of years ago due to the installation of the 
new phone system throughout the dorms. 
Dust particles from drilling into the walls to 
put cable in was also the cause there. 

To correct this random sounding of the 
alarms, the college’s physical plant has 
cleaned out the alarms to clear away any 
dust or dirt that may be interfering. ‘‘We 
have cleaned the smoke alarms in the 
areas that have given us problems,’’ said 
Freebolin. But Freebolin said that even 
cleaning the alarms does not assure 
students that they will not falsely go off 
again. According to Freebolin, workers 
from the physical plant will clean the alarms 
again in a couple of weeks. 

Nevins said that he would rather have 
the sensitive alarms systems rather than 
the heat-triggered system because when 
the heat-triggered system goes off, the fire 
is usually burning out of control. 

Nevins also said that students should 
take every alarm serious. He and Freebolin 
stressed that being safe is most important. 

“Students should take a look to check 
and see if the alarms is for real or not. It 
will only take a couple of minutes,” said 
Freebolin. 

“If a fire alarm sounds, get out of the 
building. Treat every alarm as a real fire,” 
said Nevins. 


by Tony Vasquez 

Juan Faraon Cantu, a foreign exchange 
student from Monterrey, Mexico, has been 
to the United States several times on vaca- 
tion. But this year, he is here to learn 
English as half of his major from the Univer- 
sity of Monterrey. 

Cantu first learned about Clarke last year 
from a friend back home who knew a 
woman that dealt with English learning pro- 
grams in the United States. After Cantu 
visited with the woman, he enrolled and ar- 
rived at Clarke on January 17. 

Cantu, 17, came from Monterrey, a city 
approximately three hours from Texas and 
located in northeast Mexico with a popula- 
tion over one million. His family consists of 
six people, with two brothers, one sister 
and his parents. In Mexico, family and 
relatives are very close, so he does miss 
them. 

Although he came to college in the 
United States right out of high school, Can- 
tu will attend the University of Monterrey 
when he departs from Clarke. His major at 
the university will be Mercadotecnia Inter- 
nacional, or international marketing, and it, 
requires that half of it be English related 
courses. ‘In my major at Monterrey, | need 
50 percent of English,” said Cantu. 

English is taught in Monterrey high 
schools, but it does not get the same 
amount of attention that the universities 
there give it. As of right now, Cantu’s 
English has improved a little since his ar- 
rival. He thinks that he may need to stay 
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' Other than being in a foreign country and 

learning English, Cantu also has to adjust 

to American lifestyles and that has been a 

difficult transition so far. : 

“The customs here are very different. In 
some places in Monterrey, you can have 
an 11 or 12-year-old go to the store and buy 
beer, not for him of course, but for his 
father who may be waiting for him out in 
the car,” said Cantu. In Mexico, the legal 
drinking age is 18. - 

Another thing that Cantu had difficulty 
understanding was when he went to Target 
to buy a carton of cigarettes the day he ar- 
rived in Dubuque, the cashier asked him 
for his driver’s license. Cantu gave the 
woman his license in disbelief and then 
purchased the carton. In Monterrey, peo- 
ple of any age may buy cigerattes and do 
not have to show identification to purchase 
them. 

The eating schedule here at Clarke has 
also been a tough adjustment for Cantu. 
“Here, you eat dinner at about 5 or 5:30 
p.m. and by 10 or 11 p.m., | am very 
hungry. | then have to call for a pizza or 
eat some snacks," said Cantu. Cantu 
usually calls Dominos and has snacks such 
as Fritos, Doritos and Coca-Cola nearby. 

In Mexico, breakfast is usually prepared 
at the same time as at Clarke, but lunch 
is served at about 2:30 p.m. and dinner at 
9 p.m. 

Overall, he does not like the food at 
Clarke. The food here is very different from 
his country. Cantu misses foods such as 
tacos, Mexican meat, enchiladas and Mex- 
ican rice, foods that are not served too 
often at Clarke. 

Cantu likes Clarke because it is a good 
place for him to learn, but other than 
education, he thinks that it is boring here 
because there is nothing for him to do. 

He also likes the United States and has 
enjoyed his visits to places like Denver, 
Orlando, Fla., and several cities in the state 
of Texas. California is the one state that he 
has not been to and hopes to visit 
eae soon. de never been to Califor- 

ia, but it’s my dream t 17 weet 
Gente. ly 0 go there,” said 
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to live here and leave his family life back 
home behind. ‘'l miss my family and home 
a lot. But to stay here for a vacation or as 
a tourist, the United States is a very ni 
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Juan Cantu has enjoyed living in the U.S., 
Monterrey, Mexico. (Photo by Juan Camilo Tamayo) 
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“Sky” enjoys successful run 


sk Vannelli 
Nel production of the Clarke drama 


t's 1993-94 season ran last 
oop, Thursday, April 21, through Sun- 
w i 


by Ni 


4, 
day een has never been perform- 


~, the United States, takes place in 
erty stricken rural Canada during the 
ly 


re show is the first play written by fic- 
‘on author Connie Gault. According to the 
tion ‘'g liner notes, it is ‘‘a tale of a preg- 
ee al her naive husband and the Se- 
an ol cast of four consists of 
Heather Hutchcroft, who played the cen- 
tral character of young Blanche, a pregnant 
teenage woman who has been married off 
toaman she doesn’t know to save her from 
ublic humiliation. ; 

John Nichols played the somewhat naive 
and very caring husband, Jasper. 

Aunt Nell, played by Jennifer Steinhorst, 
ig a supportive neighbor who tries to help 
the married couple. 

The whole play is actually a memory of 
old Blanche, looking back on her life. Old 
Blanche was played by Carisa MacFarlane. 

“The show was very challenging for me 
because the cast was so small,” said 
Heather Hutchcroft, junior drama major. 
“This piece is multi-layered. Because of 
this, one cannot look only at what the 


Heather Hutchcroft and John Nichols 
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character is Saying, but more important! 
must see why they are saying tt Nothing 
Should be taken at face value. The 
characters are not always straight forward 
with each other. For example, my 
character, Blanche, often conceals her 
Pain with anger.” 

Jennifer Steinhorst, freshman drama stu- 
dent said, “It is a difficult show to perform 
because it is hard to like the characters. 
In order to portray them, you have to be 
able to like some aspect of their personali- 
ty. It was a hard show for me personally 
because | am a freshman who was work- 
ing with a cast that has far more experience 
than me.” 

Senior art major John Nichols said, ‘This 
was a challenging show for me to do 
because this was my first big part ina 
Clarke production. There are many transi- 
tions in the play. My character talks to 
himself one minute and looks up and starts 
talking to God the next. Not to mention, 
Heather's character is very cold to me. My 
character is trying to be supportive and try- 
ing to give affection. Blanche, however, 
won’t let me touch her and won’t return the 
affection. She doesn’t trust me and my 
character has to work to build the trust. 
That is always a hard thing to deal with. 

“| found it difficult also because | am the 
only cast member that has not taken any 
drama classes,”’ said Nichols. ‘‘l was real- 
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ple stuck in a loveless marriage 


ly worried because there were so many 
lines. | was overwhelmed when we first 
Started.” 

This show was different from the other 
shows of the season because it did use an 
elaborate set. There was shrubbery scat- 
tered about the stage and gave the ap- 
pearance of an outdoor rural area. ‘‘I like 
the set; there is actually plant life on the 
stage. It is a new environment for me to 
work in,” said Steinhorst. 

S. Carol Blitgen, director, said she chose 
this play for several reasons. “I chose it 
because it was new and | like what it said. 
| knew, since it was a fresh script, that there 
would be bugs in it but | thought this was 
something we could pull off.” 

The show, which changes scenes many 
times, used flautist Sarah Stadele to help 
make transitions. ‘‘The music makes the 
scenes flow easier,’’ said Blitgen. 

This production also used many props. 
Nichols said, ‘‘Using the amount of props 
we used for this show made it difficult. In 
real life, one uses things without thinking. 
But on stage, | found that | had to actually 
think about having to use the prop. It was 
hard to remember everything. Not to men- 
tion, many props cause problems during 
scene changes because you have to 


remember to take them off.” 

According to Paul Huck, prop master, 
“We haven't used this many props for a 
show this year. However, the props really 
add to the realism of the show. The actors 
actually ate real food and drank real cof- 
fee.” 

According the Nichols, the show deals 
with many contemporary issues even 
though it is set in the 1920s. ‘‘It deals with 
unwanted teenage pregnancy, loneliness 
and faith. My character is very religious. He 
addresses God several times throughout 
the show and asks for help.” 

Costumes were designed by Clarke 
alumna Pam Kanork, who is the costume 
coordinator at the Guthrie Theater in Min- 
neapolis. The costumes used were 
distressed to make the cast look poor and 
rustic. ‘‘The costumes were simple, yet we 
did add something and roughed them up 
to make them appear to be from the same 
era and location,’’ said assistant costume 
designer Sonia Ibarra. 

Once again, the Clarke drama depart- 
ment has concluded a successful and 
wonderful season. After all the hard work, 
everyone involved gets to enjoy the sum- 
mer before returning to another greatly an- 
ticipated season in the fall. 
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Events scheduled 
for College Week 


Monday, May 2 
Sumo wrestling in the cafeteria. Cost 
is $1 with the earnings going to the 
Wheelchair Accessibility Fund. 


Tuesday, May 3 
Presentation of Wacky Awards at 9 
p.m. in the cafeteria. 


Wednesday, May 4 
Senior Dinner, presented by the 
Junior class and the Alumni Office, will 
be in the West Locust Dining Room at 
6 p.m. following a reception a 5:15 
p.m. 


Thursday, May 5 

Tree planting ceremony at a location 
to be announced later. A picnic will 
follow the ceremony. 

Drive-In Movie Night will start at 
dusk in front of the Kehl Recreation 
Center. The movies to be shown in- 
clude ‘‘The Fugitive” and ‘‘Son-in- 
Law.” 


Friday, May 6 
The Honors Banquet, honoring 
outstanding students, will be held in 
the cafeteria at 6 p.m. 
Senior Slide Show and Senior Show 
will follow the banquet. 
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The students enrolled in the English Language Program during the spring semester include, front row, from left, Camilo 
Mejio, Katlyn Molla, Loreno Garcia, Yuka Umezawa, Daniel Rizzi and Alberto Jaramillo. Back row, from left, Camilo 
Jaramillo, Ruben Gomez, Jose Salles, Juan Cantu, Cheol-Bum-Shin, Carlos Atehortua, Fabiano Dias, Celso Martinez 
Luis Ramierz, Carlos Perea and Young Wook Jung. (Photo by Juan Camilo Tamayo) 
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